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Garden Party

A Terrific Trio of Hostas
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Well, the winter is almost over and daylight sasrigne is adjustin
our bio clocks. This February has dumped a reaordunt of snow i
most of Ontario and that should ensure protectwmfost of our plan
material. It's going to be a great renewal oftbiidr our gardens in th
spring!

Our Winter Meeting with Doug Beilstein was a tremdeus succes
Doug and Mardy were both a great delight to have laad we loo
forward to seeing them again in the future. Marfe ion that meetin
is inside.

We have a wonderful line up of events for the OHHIS year and
would like to thank all of our volunteers who phese events togeth
This society could not run without their help andduld like to makse
a couple of special mentions at this time. | woliké to thank Lisa
Donnelly who has done a great job with our web isitthe past. Ou
stats have risen up the charts and for that wegeateful. Lisa hal
become extremely busy with her own business of satewill be
leaving us but thankfully, our Membership Secretdgvin Plumley
is stepping up to the plate. THANKS KEVIN!

Also, it is with sincere regret that | announcetaer opening with th
OHS volunteers. Our fabulous Newsletter Editorjsiih Laurie, als
finds herself in a position where she must leaw gost. The OH
would like to hear from anyone out there who wdnddwilling to take
on this position. | know Allison would help to nakt a smootk
transition for anyone coming on board. Thank you dll of your
efforts on our behalf Allison. You will be missed

Well, as we eagerly await spring and dream abautgarden plans
let's plan our own season calendar. Inside you fimtl a fabulous
array of events for 2007 and | look forward to egejou all “out ang
about”. A HUGE thank-you to all of the executive and directors w
have given their time and effort, ensuring that society has a fu
schedule of eventsyou Are Appreciated!

See you on the bus?

Sandra




Upcoming Events
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Ontario Hosta Society

Ontario Hosta Society Membership can be
obtained by writing tor{ew addres$:

Ontario Hosta Society
2301 5th Street Louth
St. Catharines, Ontario,

Canada L2R 6P7

Annual Dues: $15.00/YR
$40.00/3 YR

American: $16.00/YR  Foreign: $17.00/YR
Your membership year runs from January 1s{
December 31st. Members joining after Octol
1st in any year are deemed to be paid-up u
December 31st of the following yeaFirst-
time members receive a bonus copy of “The

peronline at the American Hosta Society websitg

ntilvww.hosta.org

Hosta Adventure —A Grower’s Guide”

American Hosta Society

Memberships can be obtained by writing to:

Sandie Markland
AHS Membership Secretary
8702 Pinnacle Rock Ct.
Lorton, VA, 22079 - 3029 U.S.A.

E-mail: ahsmembershipsecretary@earthlink.

Membership, for Canadians, is $39.00 US
year or $107.00 US for 3 years. Money order
cheque drawn on a US bank. Memberships
tonow also be paid by VISA or Master Ca
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Congratulations to Lynn Limpert who was the
winner of the Name the Hosta contest. The

ning name was “Hosta.OHS Calamari”. She
will receive a 1 year paid membership and a
brand new Hosta OHS Calamari for her garde

Dave Barham, will be working on registering t
name on behalf of the Ontario Hosta Society.
Thanks Dave!




Bus trip June 2007

All of the places we will visit

are large country gardens be-

tween 1 and 3 acres. Be sure to

wear comfortable walking

shoes. The grounds can be a

little rough in spots.

The first two we will visit are

in theHills of Mono.

Water Shedandy’s garden has

a huge hosta collection as well

as roses and daylilies. You will

not often see a veggie garden

as large and productive. Her

kitchen garden has a lovely

collection of perennials

Lorna has one of the prettiest

woodland gardens around,

which surround her 125 year old log cabin. Shedneated a small pond with a 50 f

rill cascading to a larger pond. She is a planiahol

Three of the gardens arekockley Valley.

Shady NookAnita’s home is a stream- side garden with Idtshade. She can give y

hints about deer proofing. Her primula collectioong the stream bank is a delight.

Twin Pinesis featured in an August 207 garden magazine asdrany water featur

and a collection of weeping trees. Kate is an ex¢lg talented designer of gardens

interiors.
Hockley Meadows Farnover-
looks the Valley and has hikif
trails if you wish to go for a wa
at lunch time. It is a jumble ¢
everything | can not resist. T
view is spectacular.
We look forward to your visit t
our beautiful part of Ontario

Trish Symons
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BUS TRIP 2007

DATE —Sunday June 25th.
COST—%$30.00 per person

PICK UP LOCATIONS —
Landscape Ontario—Directions to LO from the eastfdlgar Road to Steeles. West to the 5th lin

(second one). South 1/2 Km to LOus will leave at 8:30 a.m. Sharp
It will take about 40-45 minutes to get to Orandje\so we can pick up some people near there

W

The bus is ordered aitbie destination is the Hills of Mono areaand environs. See details pn
page 4. A couple of buying spots are includechojee.

Bring a brown bag or picnic lunch
and refreshments will be provided

The area to be visited is fairly
compact compared to other
years. We'll try to be back by 5
o'clock

B SAVE ME A SEAT FOR THE 2007 BUS TRIP!
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EASTERN ONTARIO PICNIC

Sunday August 12, 11 am -3 pm
withKent Terpening, AHS Master Judge, Hosta Hybridizer, membeFof&&msht of several awards ang

ribbons
"How to prepare your Hosta Leaves for a Cutleaf Show & mote some.

Goldenbrook Hosta Garde@ray & Carel Deutekom
905 986 4363

EVERYONE IS WELCOMED!

Bring a lunch, lawn chair and your hosta leaves

Look for more details & directions in our senvsietten or visit our website at
http://ontariohostasociety.com/

Pictured below—a water feature in the Deutedom gard




Considerations for When and Where bo

Most avid gardeners like to start purchasing
plants each season as soon as they become
available, but hostas as well as many other plants
can mask a variety of problems in the spring.
Purchasing from quality suppliers reduces the
risks.

Like most gardeners, | very much enjoy visiting
area gardens and nurseries at various times of
the year. These excursions allow me to see how
colors change and how various varieties react to
Mother Nature’'s challenges. This is the main
reason for my trips, but late summer to early fall
visits to nurseries will help provide an idea of the
overall quality of a nurseries stock, and whether
one should feel comfortable buying from them.

The following conditions affecting hostas and
other plants are not evident in the spring:

Foliar Nematodes: | believe the most serious
problem we face as hosta enthusiasts is foliar
nematodes. These microscopic segmented
roundworms feed on the spongy tissue inside
the leaf, causing damage between the veins
only, and do not break the leaf skin. Areas
infested leave a trail of dying and dead tissue,
appearing as brown stripes progressively
fading to just a slight discoloration. Nematode
damage does not typically become evident
until mid-summer or later, depending on the
severity of infestation.

Crown Rot / Petiole Rot / Southern Blight:
Known by a variety of common names, this
disease caused by the fungus Sclerotium
rolfsii develops rapidly during hot, wet
conditions. The base of the leaf stems
(petioles) turn to mush and the infected leaves
start lying flat on the ground and can be
removed with the slightest tug. Other
symptoms are mats of white fungal threads
(mycelia) growing from infected tissue and
radiating away from the plant along the soil
surface. Small spheres (sclerotia) about the
size of mustard seeds (approx. 1 mm in
diameter), ranging from light tan to dark
reddish-brown, develop on the ground around
the base of the plant.

Anthracnose: Although not as devastating as

Acquire Hostas
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either of the above, Anthracnose is a fungal

disease, appearing on the leaf as very small to
large, irregular rust colored spots. The centers
of these spots often fall out. Warm
temperatures and wet conditions promote this
disease. Usually Anthracnose is most visible
on yellow or light centered hostas (medio-
variegated). There are other foliage diseases
caused by fungi, with similar characteristics,
but Anthracnose is the most widespread.

Melting Out: Although not a disease, this does
affect the appearance of hostas. Melting Out
is the dying (necrosis) of portions or all of the
white or lighter center of hosta leaves, due to
the rest of the plants inability to make enough
chlorophyll to support the non-producing
centers. Portions of the light center will
actually disappear. Symptoms usually start
when the warm days and nights of summer
arrive. This is a common problem in the
Midwest with many white-centered hosta
varieties.

For additional detail and pictures for the above
mentioned, and other diseases and pests, see
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SU

L14.pdf

In my opinion, nurseries specializing in hostas
and are members of the American Hosta Growers
Association (AHGA), the American Hosta Society
(AHS), regional and/or local hosta societies are
more likely to be aware of the various conditions
that affect hostas, and would be more inclined to
take necessary steps to maintain quality plants. It
may be advantageous for such businesses to
promote their affiliations to help instill customer
confidence.

| feel the greatest probability of obtaining
diseased and/or pest infested hostas is through
buying, trading or being gifted plants from
individuals that are unaware of the problems they
may be passing on. If you plan to gift, trade,
donate or sell hostas, please be absolutely sure
the plants were healthy 3
3 0

(Continued on page 9




GRINTER HEE TING - B By Bl

IS THERE AHYBRIDIZER IN YOU?

Dr. Doug Beilstein Feb 4/07
As far as Doug is concerned the title is a rhetorical
guestion. They live just in Mansfield, Ohio, south of
Cleveland, where it is cold but not quite as snowy as
Cleveland itself. Doug is a charter member of the
Fraternal Order of Seedy Fellows (www.FO0SF.com),
which is comprised of a keen group of active
hybridizers. After 10 years of crossing and
hybridizing, he is about to release his first registered
hosta. Some of his crosses are derived from hosta
obtained from our own Bill Nash, including Johnny
Appleseed. Our new club plant, Calamari is a sport of
Sea Octopus, which he has also worked with. At
present, he has a plant with much firmer leaves, half
the size and blue. Sounds interesting!

Doug is also a ‘Hostaholic’. When the desire
for hostas and the need to breed, grew beyond his

back yard, a greenhouse was the first major
acquisition. No meager space but a 12 x 20 foot
wonder. With chicken wire over the benches to hold

up pots but allow light to filter to the level below, he
ended up with a double decker. Shadecloth was put
outside.

Next was a hoop house placed to the west of

their house. Doug used 2 x 6 skirting and had
limestone spewed in with a slinger for the base. He
ordered a kit for the ribs and constructed the 20 x 40 ft
structure with Mardys’ help. Shadecloth went over the
poly.
The only mistake he admited to was putting in 1 door,
rather than one at each end. Other necessary items
for a serious hybridizing program include a computer,
growing area, seedling beds and a camera.

If you want to breed, you need some stock
plants or breeders. This must include plants with the
components you desire although usually not in the
same plant. That is your focus. If you want streaky
plants with a ruffled edge, then each of those qualities
should be in the original parent plants. Often a
hybridizer with try crossing the plants both ways or
using each as the pod and pollen plant to determine,
which cross sets seeds the best. When you are
crossing with a streaked parent, you can loose the
streaking, have the streaks go to the margin or go to
the centre.

Some of the plants he has used for
hybridization include Galaxy, Lakeside Symphony,
Silver Frost, Lakeside Surf Rider, Lakeside Looking
Glass, Marilyn Monroe, Miss Linda Smith, Little

Wonder.

If the conditions are right in your backyard, so
can rototill the ground and plant directly there with all
the seedlings you want. However trees with surface
roots, like maple, locust and ash encouraged Doug to
build raised beds. He took 2 x 12 ft pieces of lumber,
cut them to the desired length, folded them up and
braced the corners. The base was chopped up leaves
followed by a mix of compost, wood chips and soil.

You can buy tags, but anything cardboard is
not likely to last so in the winter, when the white mulch
was on the ground, Doug would cut 1 in strips from
pop cans, punch a hole with a paper punch at one end
and cut the little strips into smaller bits. Dental floss
made good strings. After threading it through, tie the
ends and then the tag can go through the loop and
attach to the flower pedicel.

Next comes the fun part; playing bee.
Emasculate the flower of One Man’s Treasure or the
plant of your choice by pulling on the curved anthers
(holds pollen or male sperm). This will remove them
and leave the stigma (female sex organ of the plant)
exposed. If the stigmatic surface is yellow it has
already been pollinated and should not be used. The
surface should be clear and viscous. If you have your
breeding plants on a bench, you will be working at eye
level. It saves the back. Take pollen from the plant
you want to be the Dad and place it on the stigmatic
surface of the plant you want as Mom. You have just
performed plant sex. It's not illegal either.

Be sure to write down the cross on the tag
and your notepad. Ladies are always listed first. Do
it immediately. You will not remember in 5 min much
less than the 30-60 days Doug usually allows the
seed to mature. The pods should be almost open
before collecting. Upon collection, put it in a paper
bag and label it. Leave the bag 5-7 days in the
basement freezer and then split open the pod. Place
the seed into a coin envelope with the original label.

Doug rescued some shelving from a bankrupt
grocery store and can now safely grow seeds in 100
flats. First he will lay out all the packets of seed
keeping the same crosses together so they can be
planted together. Planting day is the day just before
the US Thanksgiving. Doug doesn’t cover the seed
and mists thoroughly. Within 3 weeks the seedlings
will be up and growing and after 5 weeks will be ready
for the first transplanting.

Each flat has 7 x 14 cells (98) and the
seedlings are rogued by half at this point. Seedlings
are at the 3-4 leaf stage. Do not damage the stems.

(Continued on page §




(Continued from page 7)

They are fertilized by a Miracle Grow product with a
high Phosporus concentration to encourage root
growth. Tomato fertilizer works. Doug has worked
with Jim Spence to get a good medium which
consists of a soilless mix of peat, perlite and
vermiculite with added bonemeal. With this mix and
fertilizer he can get the seedlings to bloom in 5
months. Any scapes are cut off as Doug wants plants
at this point, not flowers.

Doug doesn't have problems with Damping
off but recommends using 10% Javex if you do. Apply
it in a spritzer bottle. Get rid of fungus gnats if you
see them too. Doug will start with 30,000 to 40,000
seeds. Only half the seedings pass the first transplant
stage. The next stage 50 becomes 18, so be very
specific about what you want and what you select for.
Doug found a light regime of 5 hours on/3 hrs off
using timers got maximum growth and minimum cost.
He also used reflective material (Mylar) behind the
shelves to increase the light for the plants.

In June the young plants are ready to go out.
Larger tags are made from venetian blinds, cut in half
and labeled with a #2 pencil. They hung from wire
that had two loops at the end and a straight piece to
go into the ground. Rows were separated by boards
and 3 plants went between each section. | don't
remember how long the rows were. The plants are
held in their trays for | week in the shade prior to
planting. 18 plants in 100 flats suggests some serious
planting. Again raised beds help the back. Miniatures
go into a separate bed so they don’t get crowded out.

Now comes the fun part. The audience was
invited to choose likely keepers. Plants viewed at two
months and 6 months gave an entirely different look.
Again we had to examine the original criteria for the
cross and choose wisely. It takes a while to get a
distinctive plant and it takes a while for the distinctions
to show. The more you keep the better. After one
winter, plants with a penchant for disease or floppy
leaves are discarded. Slug bait plants also get turfed.

A piecrust edge often takes two or more years to show
so don'’t be too quick to eliminate those either.

Ask visitors to your garden to choose their
favourties. Some plants are almost there. Take your
F1 or first generation plant and re-cross it with one of
the original parents for the F2 generation. We then
looked at older seedlings. Some H kikutti seedlings
looked interesting, as did those from August Moon,
Birchwood Elegance, Blue Angel, Komodo Dragon,
Blue Splendor etc. A cross between June and Blue
Whirls had a nice blue/green lanceolate leaf. A Misty
Regal seedling had nice streaking and red stems.
Sometimes you can work for 6 years and discover
your new plant looks just like an existing plant. No
good. It must be BETTER than existing hybrids. A
big Hosta with a wavy edge is close to being
introduced. A suggested name (from our audience)
was Tsunami.

Doug also showed us some up and coming
plants the FOoSF members have been producing.
Hacksaw, Red Dragon, Skylight, Krugeraand,
Venetian Blue, Ringtail and  Clovely. Looked
interesting. Skaggs developed Xanadu Paisley from
August Moon that had an interesting pattern on the
leaves. The plant has been tested numberous times
for virus but it does not have virus X. This was
another plant that takes 4 years to show the varigation
after transplanting. Check out the FOoSF website for
more.

It was a wonderful primer for anyone who
wanted to start hybridizing and didn’t know quite how.
The talk was a fascinating glimpse of the future for
Hostaholics.

By Virginia Hildebrandt

Pictured below left—our winter meeting at the
TBG was well attended. Below right, Bob Leask
with Mardy and Doug Beilstein




At the winter Doug shared with us his rec

ipe for soiless mix that he uses to start
seeds and seedlings.

Soiless Mix 2 lires 16 litres
Bonemeal 1oz 8 oz
Green Sand 1/2 0z4 oz
Vermiculite 6 0z 1 litre
Perlite 6 0z 1 litre

(1 litre is approx. 40 0z. &
2TBSP =1 o0z.)

h

Welcome New Members

Theresa Rail
Saxon Lambert

Lynne Melnyk Aurora Ontario
Dale Mcleod Whitby Ontario
%enry Tesligte Thedford Ontario
ariann& Bernard Popieul Wallaceburg Ontario
Coni & Bill Vanderzanden West Lorne  Ontario
Margaret Goode Bloomfield Ontario
Tony & Sue Willemsen Cambridge  Ontario
Rideau Woodland Ramble Merrickville  Ontario
Glen Echo Caledon East Ontario
Frances Schwenger Guelph Ontario
Marisa Sweeney Caledon Ontario
Donna McMaster  Stouffville  Ontario
Patrick Duffy Kinkora P.E.L
Brenda Grier Burlington  Ontario
Mike Richards Toronto Ontario
Maria Thompson Oshawa Ontario

St.Catharines Ontario
Burlington  Ontario

(Continued from page 6)
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OHS on Line
by Lisa Donnelly
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New Club Plant for 2006 !
“Love In A Mist”

| substance.
| whitewash effect overlaying the da
| green. The leaves are broadly ovate
| round and quite corrugated

| textured. The plant should be a medi
| size (19 in x 36 in when mature) a
| resistant to slug damage. It is suspec
| the flowers will be whitish.

| Virginia Hildebrandt will be developin
| this new hosta for our Society and it

| $10.00 to members in 2007.

future newsletters
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icD OF THE 06 WINTER
' MEETING AVAILABLE!

| “Love in a Mist” is a Love Pat sport wit]

| deep-blue to dark green leaves with lotg
The center of the leaf hJ

| expected that it will be available fqr:

Watch for pictures of our new plant in :
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EXECUTIVE

President Sandra Shrieve-Mahoney
sandrasherbalife@aol.com

Vice-President Kevin Elchuk
K.O.GiboshiHill@sympatico.ca

Treasurer Bob Leask
rleask@stn.net

Past PresidentRichard Laurie.
rlaurie2@cogeco.ca

Seed ExchangeDale Murphy
dale.murphy@rogers.com

Membership SecretaryKevin Plumley
ghoster@sympatico.ca

Newsletter Editor Allison Laurie
allison.laurie@sympatico.ca

Hosta Adoption ProgramVirginia Hildebrandt
vhildebrandt@sgci.com

) %

Secretary- Dave Barham
mbarham@arvotek.net

Liaison with AHS- Margot Dargatz
HstaChoice@aol.com

Publicity - Suzanne McGratton
suzanne.mcgrattan@sympatico.ca

Web Site- Lisa Donnelly
Idonnelly33@hotmail.com

Director at Large Bob Murphy
rjmurphyl@rogers.com

Director at Large Cheryl Novak
novak7616@rogers.com




